and other aspects of their POW life. The letters in part two comprise postwar correspondence of some of these same POWs and date from late 1945 through 1998. The letters written in the late 1940s by former POWs to Iowans and Mirmesotans for or with whom they had worked describe the poor living and economic conditions in postwar Germany and often include requests for or hint at the need for assistance.
Apart from a brief introduction in each of the books and identification of photos and illustrations, the editor's presence is rarely evident. The narratives and letters are left to tell their own stories with basically no explanatory framework provided. In one way this is good, but it also creates problems. For example, the two main narratives in Enemies Within, on their own, tell a great story, but the reader's ability to understand those experiences is limited by the absence of historical context, explanations of key terms, places, and events mentioned in the text, useful maps, or concluding observations. Signs of Life contains simuar shortcomings, although the editor does occasionally provide brief explanatory comments. Both books include important photographs, drawings, and other illustrations, but the reproductions are of poor quality.
Nonetheless, the publication of these POW documents is an important contribution to the historical record, makes them more accessible to the public, and invites comparison. Persons interested in the German POW experience, especially in Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas where prisoners from Camp Algona were assigned, and those interested in the POW experiences of Iowans and other Americans in Germany should find these two collections of documents valuable reading. The authors who have written the 14 biographical profiles are mostly prominent historians and anthropologists. Using manuscript materials and interviews, as well as standard printed sources, they have crafted fairly comprehensive essays about their subjects' most important contributions. Although most of the profiles are laudatory, each of the authors also casts a critical eye at the evidence to show human foibles.
Students of Iowa and midwestem history wiU discover that five of the essays pertaining to Indians of this region are among the strongest in the book. William Unrau's discussion of Charles Curtis indicates how this mixed-blood Kaw rejected his tribal background, sometimes profited at the expense of fellow tribal members, and rose through the ranks of the Republican Party to become President Herbert Hoover's vice president. At the opposite end of the spectrum, Ada Deer fought alongside other Menominee activists in Wisconsin to gain full restoration of tribal status that had been abrogated under termination policies of the 1950s. Likewise, Walter Echo-Hawk used his attorney skills to restore Pawnee skeletal materials and funerary objects housed in Ne-braskd in^iitutîons to thf Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma. His eflorts led in I'-i'J] t(t pas>age oí the Native American Grave,^ Proteclion and Repatriation Act, which opened the door io relurn of sacred objects to tribe.s ihrougiiOLit the United States. Two tUher essays ,iiso have a midwestern context, both focuMng on Eastern Sioux, or Dakota, peoples. Deborah Welch provide,--a useful examination oí C Gertrude ííonnm ¡ZitkakvSa), wiio became a prominent but contrsn-ersial writer and critic oí federal policio,-. More endearmg ii> the essay on Rr\'. Vine i>loria Sr, \\!w mer>;ed traditional Dakota spiritual traditions with F.piscopal teachings. Written by his grandson and based i^n a scries oí extended taped intervie\vs,, this essay convevs the greatest deptii of human feeling among all (he contributions within the bc^ok-I'hc Sen-Warriors represent,^ an iiuportant addition to the exp.sndmg literature about modern American Indians, tieneral readers will enjo\' Ú as much as acadi'micians. 
